P-05-934 Public Transport in Blaenau Gwent, Correspondence –
Petitioner to Committee, 28.01.20
Our Situation
Due to the decline in footfall which was a direct result of the Public Transport cuts we have decided
to cease trading in Ebbw Vale Town Centre on the 31st March 2020.
We are looking to setup Online and are also in discussion with another local authority who are
supportive and helpful.
We are very disappointed with the response from our local council (Blaenau Gwent), the Welsh
Assembly Government, Our local MP Nick Smith and AM Alun Davies.
Previous Information
I have attached my previous response “Email response to request for more information Public
Transport” as a reference.
The past 40 Years (Nothing Has Changed)
(Welsh Assembly Government Failure)
I have read previous Reports, Consultation documents and Strategies commissioned by the Welsh
Assembly Government and the Local Authority dating back to the 1980s, 1990s, 2000 and 2010 all
of which state that Infrastructure (Transport Links) are one of the fundamental building blocks for
Economic Regeneration.
Some of these documents are now 40 years old but we are still in the same situation nothing has
improved!
Please see below my response to Ken Skates AM Minister for Economy and Transport.
Our initial grievance is in respect of the poor Bus Public Transport System.

As highlighted above “The Past 40 Years” there have been a number of Strategies Visions
Plans none of which have improved the public transport system in Blaenau Gwent.
I find Active Travel an amusing concept dreamed up by someone in the Bay who has no idea
of the Geography of Blaenau Gwent. I would challenge anyone to use a bike to visit all the
towns in Blaenau Gwent not only would it require them to be very fit it would also be
dangerous given the poor road conditions.

The improvements to the Rail Service are most welcome the problem arises when trying to
access the 3 Stations in Blaenau Gwent. If you do not have access to your own Transport there
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are limited bus links and no synchronisation between Bus and Train timetables.

There is a need for a Integrated Transport Policy to enable the Bus and Train Timetables to be
Synchronised.

Haven't there been enough of Consultations, Studies and Plans done in the past. It seems to be
the standard delaying practice to call for a Consultation. As far as Blaenau Gwent goes a good
starting point would be a Clockwise and anti Clockwise service visiting all the Towns and
Train Stations.

Are there any checks or monitoring on how this money is spent and are the residents of
Blaenau Gwent receiving value for money. At present the policy seems to be give the money to
Stagecoach and let them run the services they want. I have no confidence in Blaenau Gwent
Council to be able to run or administer a Bus Public Transport System.
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As stated previously I have no faith in Blaenau Gwent Council they have not the skills and
courage to take advantage of this new Bill if and when it becomes active.
In the time it has taken for this white paper to be discussed and acted on the Towns in
Blaenau Gwent are dying. Out of the 5 Towns: Abertillery, Blaina, Brynmawr, Tredegar and
Ebbw Vale only Ebbw Vale has a resemblance of a retail infrastructure left all the others have
in my opinion have past the point of being saved.

This initiative was announced last year as of yet we have seen no action or movement. Is there
an update on when IRT (Integrated Responsive Travel) will be active.

As Blaenau Gwent have refused to meet to discuss Public Transport and Economic
Regeneration (Town Centres) could you update me on how they have spent this money.
I find Active Travel an amusing concept dreamed up by someone in the Bay who has no idea
of the Geography of Blaenau Gwent. I would challenge anyone to use a bike to visit all the
towns in Blaenau Gwent not only would it require them to be very fit it would also be
dangerous given the poor road conditions.
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It is not Bus Stop Infrastructure Enhancements we require it is Bus Services we require!
Finally it would be interesting to know who is ultimately responsible for Public Transport in
Blaenau Gwent?
As I have stated earlier I have no confidence in Blaenau Gwent's Members and Officers being
able to deliver a Public Transport System for Blaenau Gwent.
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