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8 October 2018

Dear David
Thank you for your letter of 25 September regarding a petition submitted by Mrs Sharon
Ellis asking the Welsh Government to provide student support to Welsh students who wish
to study overseas, similar to Mrs Ellis’ daughter.
I have received several pieces of correspondence from Mrs Ellis since January 2017 via her
Member of Parliament and Assembly Member on this subject. My responses have made
clear how the current student support system works.
The current student support system in Wales is designed to provide support to eligible
students who are primarily undertaking a designated higher education course at publicly
funded institutions or specifically designated courses at private institutions based in the UK.
There is also support for periods of study spent in European institutions (for example,
Erasmus funding) and for students who undertake a module of study overseas as part of
their UK course (such as medical students who may choose to study ‘tropical medicine’).
There are also reciprocal arrangements with other EU member states regarding tuition fee
support. Similar criteria are applied by the other UK administrations.
Following the comprehensive independent review of higher education funding and student
finance arrangements in Wales (the Diamond Review), I introduced a new package of
support for students starting their course from academic year (AY) 2018/19 onwards.
Eligible Welsh students will be entitled to the most generous student support package in the
UK. Most students will receive maintenance support equivalent to the National living wage
and will be able to access support to cover the cost of tuition fees.
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Currently, if a student decides to complete a degree at a university outside the UK, they are
not eligible to apply for student support. The Diamond Review recommended that the Welsh
Government should explore the possibility of running a pilot scheme to establish whether it
is possible to extend the student support package for Welsh domiciled students that choose
to study outside the UK for the whole of their degree programme.
I am supportive of the principle that talented Welsh students should have the opportunity
and funding to study abroad. In January 2018, the Welsh Government appointed OB3
Research, in conjunction with the Wales Institute of Social and Economic Research, Data
and Methods (WISERD), to undertake a scoping study with the key aim of providing
evidence to support the development of an overseas study pilot. The final report was
published in July 2018 and is available here: https://gov.wales/statistics-andresearch/overseas-study-pilot/?lang=en.
The OB3 report points to low levels of latent demand, difficulty in establishing demand for
full portability and limited stakeholder support for providing a maintenance grant/loan to
study a full degree abroad.
I have considered the report’s findings and options for developing an overseas pilot and I
expect to be able to confirm the position in a statement to the Senedd later in the year,
However, I can confirm that under the current financial agreement with HMT, I would be
unable to offer any tuition fee or maintenance loans to students who chose to study outside
the UK It is therefore important to note that the pilot will not be able to support students to
study a full degree at an overseas university and will instead focus on shorter periods of
study in order to allow the greatest number of students to take up this opportunity.
Yours sincerely
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