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Introduction 

Petition Number: P-06-1526 

Petition title: Save Grassroots Sports – Welsh Government Must Step In! 

Text of petition:  

Grassroots sports are under threat in Caerphilly County Borough and beyond. 
Our local council is attempting to balance the books through above-inflation 
increases to pitch fees, placing an unfair burden on community clubs. This 
comes despite facilities like Abercarn Welfare being in a shocking state this 
season. 

More details 

Volunteers already give their time and effort to keep grassroots sports alive—why 
should they be expected to fill the funding gap left by our councils? If local 
authorities can no longer support community sport, then the Welsh 
Government must step in to ensure these vital clubs survive. 
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We call on the Welsh Government to: 

⚽ Provide emergency funding to cover rising pitch fees 

🏉 Develop a long-term strategy to protect community sports clubs 

🏏 Hold councils accountable for the maintenance of sports facilities 

Without action, clubs will fold, opportunities for young players will disappear, 
and grassroots sport will suffer. Sign this petition to demand urgent support for 
the future of our communities! 

1. Background 

The majority of Welsh Government funding for sport is directed through Sport 
Wales, which this year has a total of £23.5 million revenue and £10.1 million capital 
funding which may be used to support grassroots sport. Sport Wales has 
established specific grant schemes designed to support and nurture grassroots 
sport, such as the Be Active Wales Fund and the Crowdfunder Scheme. 

2. Historic funding levels of sport in Wales  

Following a decade of funding reductions from the Welsh Government and local 
authorities, public funding of culture and sport in Wales is lower, per head, than 
most European nations. 

Analysis from Senedd Research compared public spending on culture and sport 
with 24 European countries (including the UK as a whole) for which data was 
available.  

The average spend on recreation and sporting services in these countries is 
£187.74 per person. In Wales the figure is £59.75 per person, or 32% of the average 
of these countries. This placed Wales third from bottom.  

https://senedd.wales/media/ekumt3dy/cr-ld16899-e.pdf
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2.1. A decade of cuts 

In total, 2024-25 saw the Welsh Government cut revenue funding for culture and 
sport by 7.7% compared to 2023-24 allocations. Capital funding, which is less than 
half the value of revenue allocations, increased by 6.3%. 

This meant that, by its own calculations, the Welsh Government had cut revenue 
budgets in these areas by 17% in real-terms over a decade. Over the same period, 
capital budgets (which are still less than half the size of revenue budgets) almost 
tripled in size. 

The 2024-25 cuts were reversed in 2025-26. This leaves revenue funding 
(excluding non-cash, which is nominal and not available for day-to-day spending) 
for culture and sport bodies largely back where it was in 2023-24 – meaning a real-
terms cut.  

Key points: 

 Sport Wales’s revenue allocation (excluding non-cash) increased by 10% 
between the 2025-26 Revised Baseline and the 2025-26 June 
Supplementary Budget.  

https://senedd.wales/media/rxggkb3d/cr-ld16317-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/rxggkb3d/cr-ld16317-e.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/mgAi.aspx?ID=91920#mgDocuments
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 However, Sport Wales’s revenue allocation (excluding non-cash) 
increased by less than 1% between 2023-24 and the 2025-26 June 
Supplementary Budget. This is less than inflation, which was about 4% 
between 2023 and 2025. 

 Sport Wales’s capital allocation is £10 million is 2025-26 in the June 
Supplementary Budget. It was £8 million in the 2025-26 Revised 
Baseline. 

Provision of culture, sport and recreation services is largely discretionary for local 
authorities. Between 2013-14 and 2023-24, local authority revenue funding of 
libraries, culture, heritage, sport and recreation reduced by 28% in real terms, 
whilst spending on education and social services soared. 

Local authority revenue outturn by service (£000s) (2001-2 to 2022-23) 

 

Source: Stats Wales 

3.  Welsh Parliament action 

In 2024 the Culture, Communications, Welsh Language, Sport and International 
Relations Committee conducted an inquiry into the impact of reductions in 
funding for culture and sport. 

It highlighted the gap in funding for these sectors between Wales and other 
European nations, and called for the Welsh Government to reach parity of funding 

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Local-Government/Finance/Revenue/Outturn/chart-revenueoutturnexpenditure-by-service
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44255
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with similar countries. The Welsh Government accepted this recommendation in 
principle, and responded with funding increases in the 2025-26 Final 
Budget.  These increases largely reversed the 2024-25 cuts, but still mean a net 
reduction – once inflation is considered – in revenue spending for Sport Wales 
between 2023-24 and 2025-26 (see 2.1 in this briefing). 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this briefing is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that these briefings 
are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44255
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44255

