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Petition title: Stop all foreign aid payments from the Welsh Government 
including to "Size of Wales" 

Text of petition:  

The Welsh Government has this year given £775,000 (up from £670,000 last 
year) to a Charity called Size of Wales, chaired by ex-First Minister Carwyn 
Jones. According to its annual report filed with the Charity Commission Size of 
Wales lists it spending to include: 
- Securing indigenous land rights in Brazil & Kenya 
- Building ‘ecosystem resilience’ for orangutans in Indonesia 
- Promoting gender work in Kenya and Peru 
- Building a solar powered boat in Peru to enable Wampi people navigate the 
river 
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1. Background 

The petition calls on the Welsh Government to stop all foreign aid payments and 
provides examples of international development activity carried out by Size of 
Wales, a Welsh Government delivery partner.  

“Foreign aid” and “international development” are distinct terms. The former 
relates to assistance provided, often in response to emergencies, while the latter 
generally relates to targeted funding by developed countries towards long-term 
programmes in disadvantaged and/or developing regions.  

2. Welsh Government action  

Responsibility for the Wales for Africa programme moved to the First Minister’s 
portfolio in 2024-25 from the Social Justice portfolio.  

The First Minister’s responsibilities cover ‘International Relations including 
overseas network and Wales and Africa’.  

However, the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip has 
responded to the petition, advising that it was passed to her.  

In the response, the Cabinet Secretary explains the use of the grant funding 
provided to Size of Wales by the Welsh Government and her view on how this 
contributes to the Government’s aims on global responsibility and climate 
change. More information is included in section 2.2 of this briefing.  

2.1. Foreign aid 

The Welsh Government has made financial and non-financial donations to 
emergency appeals launched in response to international developments, such as 
natural disasters and armed conflict. For example, in 2022 it donated £4 million to 
the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, as well 
as medical supplies, and £100,000 to the DEC Pakistan Floods Appeal. In 2023, it 
donated £300,000 to the 2023 DEC Türkiye and Syria Earthquake Appeal and has 
made two £100,000 donations to the DEC Appeal for the Middle East since the 
Hamas attacks of  7 October 2023.  

https://sizeofwales.org.uk/
https://sizeofwales.org.uk/
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s162623/Welsh%20Government%20evidence%20paper.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s162623/Welsh%20Government%20evidence%20paper.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/eluned-morgan-ms
https://www.gov.wales/first-minister-announces-aid-for-ukraine
https://www.gov.wales/wales-sends-medical-supplies-support-ukraine
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-support-dec-pakistan-floods-appeal#:~:text=Following%20the%20devastating%20flooding%20that,(DEC)%20Pakistan%20Floods%20Appeal.
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-support-dec-turkiye-and-syria-earthquake-appeal
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-donation-dec-middle-east-humanitarian-appeal#:~:text=InOctober,DEClaunchedtheir,WelshGovernmentdonated%C2%A3100,000.
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2.2. International development 

The Welsh Government’s approach to international development relates to a key 
aim of its International Strategy, to establish Wales as a globally responsible 
nation, and in its long-standing Wales and Africa programme.  

The Welsh Government’s  funding of the Wales and Africa programme began in 
2013-14 and Size of Wales is one of the strategic partners funded to deliver related 
activity. Further detail is set out in the Welsh Government’s Wales and Africa 
action plan  

In response to the petition, the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice states that the 
“bulk of grant funding to Size of Wales” has been on the Mbale tree planning 
programme in Uganda. The Cabinet Secretary’s response says that, through “this 
project, Wales is supporting the delivery of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, to alleviate poverty for those most vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change”.  

The Welsh Government set out further detail on its view on the programme’s 
benefits to the people of Wales in an FOI response in March 2024.  

2.3. Size of Wales grant income 

In June 2025, the Welsh Government set out  in an FOI that it’s provided 
£4,057,687 to Size of Wales for the Mbale tree planting programme since July 
2015. It noted “10 years of records are available due to information retention 
policies”.  

However, on 13 August 2025, the Welsh Government issued a For The Record blog 
stating that funding for the tree planting programme “over the last 15 years is 
around £270,000 per annum”.  

The petition states that Size of Wales has received £775,000 from the Welsh 
Government “this year”. However, the organisation’s latest accounts submitted to 
the Charity Commission cover the 2023-24 financial year (submitted in January 
2025).  

Size of Wales’ 2023-24 Financial Statements show grant income of £775,000 from 
the Welsh Government for the year, which it notes relates to the Education and 
Communication Programme and the Mbale Trees project in Mbale, Uganda.  

                                                                                                                  

https://sizeofwales.org.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/wales-and-africa.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/wales-and-africa.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2024-03/atisn20188.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2025-07%2FATISN%252024863%2520.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSara.Moran2%40senedd.wales%7C8345c13bdabd400320c608ddde662128%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638911252418061687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uFRR%2BHm2juLk5n9EKYVhs4ermuz8V277rQ4NRt1NZ%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://fortherecord.blog.gov.wales/2025/08/13/tree-planting-in-uganda/
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/5019836/accounts-and-annual-returns?_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_organisationNumber=5019836
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/5019836/accounts-and-annual-returns?_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_organisationNumber=5019836
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&p_p_resource_id=%2Faccounts-resource&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_objectiveId=A16469345&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_priv_r_p_mvcRenderCommandName=%2Faccounts-and-annual-returns&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_priv_r_p_organisationNumber=5019836
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In its 2023-24 Financial Statements, Size of Wales also shows grant income of 
£24,000 from “WG/WCVA”. Size of Wales notes: 

Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA), through the Welsh 
Government’s Wales and Africa Grant Scheme, have provided a 
grant towards advancing gender equality for climate change 
resilience and adaptation in Manafwa district, Eastern Uganda.  

This would increase Size of Wales’ grant income from the Welsh Government in 
2023-24 to £799,000.  

2.4. Welsh Government budget allocations 

The Welsh Government’s international development budget expenditure line 
(BEL) funds the delivery of the Wales and Africa action plan, including funding to 
Size of Wales.  

This section explains the Welsh Government’s budget allocations for Size of Wales 
since 2023-24.  

2023-24 

During 2023-24 draft budget scrutiny, the former First Minister, Mark Drakeford 
MS, confirmed that a grant of £550,000 would be awarded to Size of Wales:  

…primarily to deliver the Mbale Tree Planting Programme, with 
some funding allocated to the Bore Community Forest project 
in Kenya.  

2024-25 

The funding for the international development BEL decreased by 23.6 per cent in 
the 2024-25 Draft Budget compared to the 2023-24 Final Budget. Former First 
Minister, Vaughan Gething MS, said this would affect the Welsh Government’s 
ability to donate to any future DEC appeal, but specifically in relation to the 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and led to the cessation/pause of some Wales and 
Africa activity (which resumed in 2024). 

The Draft Budget allocation for 2024-25 year for ‘Size of Wales/Mbale Tree 
Planting’ was £450,000.  

2025-26 

In June 2025, the First Minister confirmed that Size of Wales’ Budget allocation for 
the current 2025-26 year was £350,000.  

https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s132639/Welsh%20Government%20written%20evidence.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s132639/Welsh%20Government%20written%20evidence.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/13928
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s156759/Letter%20from%20the%20First%20Minister%20and%20Welsh%20Government%20written%20evidence%20-%2020%20December%202024.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s156759/Letter%20from%20the%20First%20Minister%20and%20Welsh%20Government%20written%20evidence%20-%2020%20December%202024.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s162623/Welsh%20Government%20evidence%20paper.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s144366/Response%20from%20the%20First%20Minister%20Welsh%20Government%20Draft%20Budget%202024-25%20-%2025%20January%202024.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s162623/Welsh%20Government%20evidence%20paper.pdf
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3. Welsh Parliament action 

The Culture, Communications, Welsh Language, Sport and International Relations 
Committee scrutinises the budget allocations for areas covered by this petition 
and is undertaking an inquiry into the Welsh Government’s International Strategy.  

The responses to its written consultation  as part of this inquiry included evidence 
from organisations regarding the Wales and Africa programme budget. In its 
response, Size of Wales said of international resourcing: 

With current budget restrictions and the cost of living crisis, we 
are concerned that funding for this work may decrease in the 
new budget […] Without sufficient resources, Wales risks falling 
short of its ambitions to be a globally responsible nation.  

Fair Trade Wales described the resourcing of the Wales and Africa programme as 
“vitally important”. 

Welsh Overseas Agencies Group identified communication and transparency 
around the programme as an area needing improvement. It said that: 

limited updates and sporadic online engagement have 
constrained public engagement and awareness.  

It also noted that: 

a 10-year report on this programme is still awaited. Without 
such reports, it is difficult to measure the programme’s impact 
and its alignment with the broader goals of the strategy.  

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this briefing is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that these briefings 
are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=45210
https://business.senedd.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=561&RPID=1062481246&cp=yes
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s158757/WGIR09%20-%20Size%20of%20Wales.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s158753/WGIR05%20-%20Fair%20Trade%20Wales.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s158774/WGIR13%20-%20Wales%20Overseas%20Agencies%20Group%20WOAG.pdf

