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Continue to fund school police 
officers who educate children and 
support schools  
Y Pwyllgor Deisebau | 2 Rhagfyr 2024 
Petitions Committee | 2 December 2024 

Reference: SR24/9547 

Petition Number: P-06-1463 

Petition title: Continue to fund school police officers who educate children 
and support schools 

Text of petition: This will negatively impact schools and police resources, 
which are already under significant pressure. In addition to educating pupils, 
school police officers respond to incidents which take place in schools. They 
have developed specific skills and knowledge to address issues within schools 
and built working relationships with staff and pupils. Without a specific police 
officer, schools will have to call 101, which could also overwhelm the 
communication centre and place additional demands on general response 
officers. This will further decrease resources to respond to other calls. 
Incidents in schools, particularly secondary schools are a regular occurrence, 
and having a dedicated officer, is a more effective and efficient way to 
address such situations. 
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1. Background 

The Wales Police Schools Programme (WPSP) was a collaborative initiative 
between the Welsh Government and the four Welsh Police Forces:. The 
programme aimed to educate children and young people about various issues 
affecting their safety and well-being through crime prevention education and 
supportive policing services. These included: 

 Crime Prevention Education: delivering lessons on issues such as 
substance misuse, personal safety, safeguarding, and community 
behaviour. 

 Supportive School Policing: Schools Police Officers (SPOs) were assigned 
to every school in Wales. 

 Community Engagement: The programme aimed to promote positive 
citizenship and community cohesion by addressing issues like bullying, 
internet safety, domestic abuse, and radicalisation. 

2. Welsh Government action 

Funding for the Wales Police Schools Programme came from the Welsh 
Government, with additional support and resources provided by local police 
forces and other stakeholders involved in promoting youth safety and well-
being. The programme ran from 2004 with annual funding from the Welsh 
Government’s health budget, most recently with an allocation of £1.98m in 
2023-24.  Funding was matched by the police forces.   The funding from the 
Welsh Government was withdrawn from 31 March 2024.  The Welsh 
Government’s Draft Budget 2024-25 narrative (paragraph 53) stated: 

In prioritising funding to the NHS, we have reviewed all centrally held 
budgets in Health and Social Services and have redirected funding from 
several areas. These include substance misuse budgets. While we are 
protecting core provision, we have reprioritised funding from the Wales 
police schools programme, which provides support in all primary and 
secondary schools in Wales on a range of topics, including substance 
misuse, online safety and personal wellbeing. 

In a letter to the Health and Social Services Committee (7 February 2024), Lynne 
Neagle, the Deputy Minister for Health and Well-Being at the time said that: 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2023-12%2F2024-2025-draft-budget-narrative.pdf%23page%3D38&data=05%7C02%7CSian.Hughes%40senedd.wales%7Cd7e2b0e0925a4d524e3208dc3d00ddfb%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638452321131156168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ka5Taz%2BPhlQn0jCCyzcuwMKITe0wQqKf%2FlPeADEyhlM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2023-12%2F2024-2025-draft-budget-narrative.pdf%23page%3D38&data=05%7C02%7CSian.Hughes%40senedd.wales%7Cd7e2b0e0925a4d524e3208dc3d00ddfb%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638452321131156168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ka5Taz%2BPhlQn0jCCyzcuwMKITe0wQqKf%2FlPeADEyhlM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.senedd.wales%2Fdocuments%2Fs144971%2FLetter%2520from%2520the%2520Deputy%2520Minister%2520for%2520Health%2520and%2520Wellbeing%2520to%2520the%2520Chair%2520of%2520the%2520Health%2520and%2520Social%2520Servi.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSian.Hughes%40senedd.wales%7Cd7e2b0e0925a4d524e3208dc3d00ddfb%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638452321131170921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f7a8dff9PxzCGoUnP1iPWazBN0t1HkkJDJo29d4N%2Fas%3D&reserved=0
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The landscape around wellbeing for learners on a range of important 
issues has changed significantly since the introduction of the 
programme.   

The Deputy Minister  also said that many areas would be considered in 
mandatory health and well-being learning in Welsh schools, noting that 
Relationships and Sexuality Education covers a number of areas, including 
substance misuse, online safety and domestic violence.  

In answer to an Oral Question on 9 January 2024, Mark Drakeford, First Minister 
at the time said: 

we have to focus on the responsibilities that have been devolved to the 
Senedd. And when there is less money available, one of the things that 
we can do is focus on those things where we receive funding to do 
things.  

It was reported in September 2024 that the programmes would continue in 
the Dyfed Powys and North Wales police areas. Gwent Police said it has now 
moved to a model of "building closer connections between schools and their 
local policing teams".  

 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this 
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that 
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to 
reflect subsequent changes. 

 

 

https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/13678
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70w470d2g4o

