


 

“Westminster will not normally legislate with regard to devolved matters 

falling within the legislative competence of the National Assembly for 

Wales. Certain of the provisions of the Bill extending to Wales fall within 

the legislative competence of National Assembly for Wales. The consent 

of the National Assembly for Wales is therefore being sought for them 

through a legislative consent motion.”  

“367.  This clause amends the Interpretation Act 1978 to help give 

effect to the Government’s policy on the use of sunset and review 

provisions which was first published in March 20118. A sunset provision 

provides for legislation to cease to have effect at a particular point in 

time. A review provision requires a person to review the effectiveness of 

the legislation within or at the end of a specified period. 

 

368. Clause 49 inserts a new section 14A into the Interpretation Act 

1978. This ensures Ministers and other people making subordinate 

legislation may include sunset and review provisions in that legislation 

and in other subordinate legislation where that is being amended. A 

review provision may include an obligation to consider whether the 

objectives of the legislation remain appropriate, and whether they could 

be achieved in another way. Review or sunset provisions may apply to 

all or part of the legislation or to its application in particular 

circumstances. Subordinate legislation including sunset or review 

provisions may also include certain supplementary provisions, for 

example transitional or consequential provisions or savings in 



connection with the sunset or review provision. New section 14A does 

not apply to Scottish Ministers.” 



“Regulation 2 (5) provides for the insertion of a new regulation 49 into 

the 2011 Regulations, which requires the Secretary of State to review 

the operation and effect of those Regulations in relation to England 

within 5 years after 1st October 2012 and within every 5 years after 

that. The Explanatory Memorandum is silent as to why in the event that 

it was not considered appropriate for the Welsh Ministers to carry out a 

review, this is the case.” 

“The current UK Government’s policy is to include a clause in all 

regulations that requires a review in a specified timescale. The Welsh 

Government does not have a similar policy in Wales. Welsh Ministers are 

able to review the regulations at any time. Consequently, the inclusion 

of the review provision in the instrument, was relevant only to England.” 


