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18 June 2020 

Lesley Griffiths AM 
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs 
Welsh Government 
5th Floor 
Ty Hywel 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA 

Dear Lesley 

Agriculture (Model Clauses for Fixed Equipment) (Wales) 
Regulations 2019 

I write further to my letter of 13 November 2019 which was in response to 
your letter of 04 November 2019 indicating that you had asked your officials 
to meet with me to discuss the way forward for the necessary amendments to 
be made to the above Regulations to include field drainage and flood banks, 
omitted from the Regulations in error. Whilst I had heard from your officials 
just prior to writing on 13 November that plans were in place to bring forward 
the necessary amending legislation, I was subsequently provided with a 
different position. 

The meeting with your officials took place on Monday, 25 November 2019 at 
the Welsh Winter Fair. It was explained that rather than moving towards 
tabling the amending Regulation I was told that there would be a delay due to 
the need to re-brief you, take your instructions and then seek sufficient 
resource from your legal services to draw together the necessary Statutory 
Instrument. However, I expressed the view that you had already given your 
clear decision as set out in the response to the consultation exercise which 
said, in terms, that flood banks and field drainage would be included in the 
new Regulations as landlords' responsibilities. Given also at that point you had 
instructed officials to resolve matters, I did not see why a new submission to 
you was required. 

I also suggested that there would be little impact on legal services given the 
relatively straightforward procedure for a negative resolution Statutory 
Instrument. On 29 November 2019 I followed up the meeting with an email 
to your officials asking for a timeframe within which matters would be taken 
forward. I received a substantive response to that email on the 17 December 
advising me that matters were not straightforward and that "a number of 
stages" needed to be gone through before putting advice to you. My response 
of the same day expressed concern that nothing had moved forward since the 
meeting on 25 November and again questioned why it was considered not to 

5 Brewery Court 

Theale I Reading 

Berkshire I RG7 SAJ 

Tel: 0118 930 6130 

Fax: 0118 930 3424 

Email: wales@tfa.org.u 

www.tfacymru.org.uk 

Chief Executive: 

George Dunn 

The Tenant Farmers 

Association is a 

Company Limited by 

Guarantee 

No. 1587270 













Lesley Griffiths AS/MS 
Gweinidog yr Amgylchedd, Ynni a Materion Gwledig 
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs   
 

 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1SN 

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:  
0300 0604400 

Gohebiaeth.Lesley.Griffiths@llyw.cymru 
                Correspondence.Lesley.Griffiths@gov.wales 

 
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
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George Dunn 
Chief Executive 
Tenant Farmers Association 
 
george@tfa.org.uk 

13 July 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Mr Dunn 
 

Thank you for your letter dated 18 June regarding the Agriculture (Model Clauses for Fixed 
Equipment) (Wales) Regulations 2019. 
 
The Freedom of Information response issued on 31 March 2020 provided all our internal 
documents concerning the development of the Model Clauses regulations. The release 
contained all email traffic and policy documents concerning the formulation of the 
legislation. The release was heavily redacted as it contained details of other unrelated 
policy areas outside the scope of your request.  

The Model Clauses regulations have now been in place since November 2019 and to date 
no concerns have been raised. I do not intend to revisit these regulations at this time.  
 
I look forward to continuing to work closely with the TFA and thank you for your ongoing 
positive engagement, not least of which, on the forthcoming Agricultural White Paper.  
 
Regards 
 

 
 
Lesley Griffiths AS/MS 
Gweinidog yr Amgylchedd, Ynni a Materion Gwledig 
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs   
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