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I am very pleased that the remit of your Committee is now widened to include
responsibility of the important matter of justice and I commend the Committee
for seeking to get to work in the field so quickly by undertaking the inquiry on
“Making Justice work in Wales”.
The Committee has set out very wide terms for this inquiry. Much of this ground
was covered by the Commission on Justice in Wales, chaired by Lord Thomas of
Cwmgiedd and I trust that the Committee is not seeking to repeat the work of the
Commission, which is authoritative and vast in its scope.
The conclusions of the Commission on Justice were clear and unequivocal,
namely that the people of Wales are being let down by the justice system in its
current state. The Welsh Government’s longstanding position is that the powers of
the devolved institutions should be founded on a coherent set of responsibilities.
Justice should be at the heart of government and aligned with policies that are
already devolved to Wales. The Government agrees with the Commission’s view
that major reform is needed to the justice system.
You will know that the First Minister moved quickly to respond to the
Commission’s recommendation for clear and accountable leadership on justice in
the Welsh Government and established a sub–committee of the Cabinet to
provide Ministerial oversight for justice issues across government. Whilst
progressing reform of the justice system is inevitably affected as we respond to the
coronavirus pandemic, pursuing the objectives of the Commission’s report
nevertheless remains a clear commitment of the Government. Furthermore, the
pandemic has given greater prominence to devolution and in particular has
highlighted the interdependencies between the Welsh Government’s
responsibilities and those parts of the justice system that remain reserved.
At this evidence gathering stage of your inquiry, I would draw the committee’s
attention to the following published evidence:
1.

Welsh Government written evidence to the Commission on Justice in Wales.
The Welsh Government submitted a suite of evidence to the Commission
on Justice in Wales which set out the Government position in relation to
Justice in Wales in detail.

Our evidence was published in a series of subject specific documents and
they are available online. I have asked my officials to provide the committee
clerk with links.
2.

The First Minister’s Oral Statement of 29 November 2019 and the associated
record of proceedings.

3.

The record of proceedings for the government led debate held on 4
February 2020

We will of course be happy to engage with the Committee further as you
undertake part 2 of your inquiry.

Annex
Written evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on Justice in
Wales:
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/Submission-from-welshgovernment-en.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/Submission-from-welshgovernment-cy.pdf
Supplementary evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on
Justice in Wales:
The Government and Laws in Wales Bill
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/201904/Evidence%20to%20The%20Commission%20%20The%20Government%20and%20Law%20in%20Wales%20Bill_1.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/201904/Tystiolaeth%20i%27r%20Comisiwn%20%20Bil%20Llywodraeth%20a%27r%20Gyfraith%20yng%20Nghymru.pdf
Supplementary evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on
Justice in Wales:
Education and Employment
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-evidencewelsh-government-commission-justice-in-wales-education-employment.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/tystiolaeth-atodolllywodraeth-cymru-ir-comisiwn-ar-gyfiawnder-yng-nghymru-addysg-a-chyflogaeth.pdf
Supplementary evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on
Justice in Wales:
Family Justice
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-evidencewelsh-government-commission-justice-in-wales-family-justice.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/tystiolaeth-atodolllywodraeth-cymru-ir-comisiwn-ar-gyfiawnder-yng-nghymru-cyfiawnder-teuluol.pdf

Supplementary evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on
Justice in Wales:
Law and the Constitution
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-evidencewelsh-government-commission-justice-in-wales-law-and-constitution.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/tystiolaeth-atodolllywodraeth-cymru-ir-comisiwn-ar-gyfiawnder-yng-nghymru-y-gyfraith-arcyfansoddiad.pdf
Supplementary evidence of the Welsh Government to the Commission on
Justice in Wales:
The role of Legal Services and the Legal Profession in the Welsh Economy
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-evidencewelsh-government-commission-justice-in-wales-the-role-of-legal-services-and-legalprofession-in-welsh-economy.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/tystiolaeth-atodolllywodraeth-cymru-ir-comisiwn-ar-gyfiawnder-yng-nghymru-rol-gwasanaethaucyfreithiol-ar-proffesiwn-cyfreithiol-yn-economi-cymru.pdf
Supplementary evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Local Government and
Communities:
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-papercommission-justice-in-wales-welsh-government-cabinet-secretary-for-localgovernment-and-communities.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/papur-atodol-comisiwn-argyfiawnder-yng-nghymru-llywodraeth-cymru-ysgrifennydd-cabinet-dros-lywodraethleol-a-chymunedau.pdf
Supplementary evidence from the Leader of the House:
Access to justice and human rights
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/Supplementary-evidence-tothe-justice-commission-from-welsh-government-access-to-justice-and-humanrights.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/Supplementary-evidenceto-the-justice-commission-from-welsh-government-access-to-justice-and-humanrights.pdf

Supplementary evidence from the Minister for Health and Social Services:
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/201904/Submission%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Health%20and%20Social%2
0Services%20%28Eng%29.pdf
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/201904/Submission%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Health%20and%20Social%2
0Services%20%28Wel%29.pdf

