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View the meeting transcript. 
1 Introductions, apologies and substitutions 
1.1 The Chair welcome the Members to the meeting. 

1.2 Apologies were received from Jocelyn Davies.

2 Papers to note 
2.1 The papers were noted. Members discussed the letter from Dr Peter Higson (Item 
2.2) during the private part of the meeting.

2.1Scrutiny of Commissioners’ Accounts 2013-14: Letter from the Arts Council for 
Wales (13 May 2015) 

2.2Governance Arrangements at Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board: Letter from 
Dr Peter Higson (15 May 2015) 

2.3Health Finances 2013-14: Additional information from Board of Community Health 
Councils in Wales (May 2015) 

2.4Welfare Reform: Additional Information from Wales and West Housing Association 
(May 2015) 

2.5Inquiry into value for money of Motorway and Trunk Road Investment: Letter from 
Steve Martin Public Policy Institute for Wales (21 May 2015) 

3 Welfare Reform: Evidence Session 5 
3.1 The Committee took evidence from June Milligan, Director General, Local 
Government and Communities, Welsh Government; John Howells, Director, Housing & 
Regeneration, Welsh Government and Sara Ahmad, Economist, Local Government & 
Communities, Welsh Government,  on its inquiry into welfare reform.
3.2 June Milligan agreed to:

 Send a note advising of the sites local authorities have released for housing 
development on;

 Note on the current situation of housing associations changing their allocations 
policies so there is no prohibition on tenants who have rent arrears based on 
housing benefit debts;

 Note on the impact in Wales of the proposed lower benefit cap;
 Breakdown of local authority area of affected households (where available) by the 

proposed lower benefit cap

mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=1311


4 Motion under Standing Order 17.42 to resolve to exclude the public 
from the meeting for the following business: 
4.1 The motion was agreed.

5 Welfare Reform: Consideration of Evidence Received 
5.1 The Committee considered the evidence received.

6 Primary Care Prescribing: Briefing from the Auditor General for Wales 
6.1 Due to time restraints, this item was not reached. It was agreed that the Auditor 
General for Wales will brief the Committee on his memorandum on Primary Care 
Prescribing during the Committee meeting on 9 June.
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Response to the Public Accounts Committee Report on Implementation of the 
National Framework for Continuing NHS Healthcare: Follow Up Report  
 
We welcome the report and our response to the specific recommendations are as 
follows. Welsh Government will provide the Committee with an update on all 
recommendations before the summer recess. 
 
 
Recommendation 1 – The Committee recommends that, to ensure confidence 

in the quality and consistency of decisions on continuing healthcare funding 
awards, the annual audit samples of all Health Boards should be undertaken 
independently, by the same team. 
 

Accepted 
 
The annual audit samples (due in September 2015 and on an annual basis 
thereafter) will be undertaken by a central team. The audits are expected to take one 
month to complete.  
 
 
Recommendation 2 – The Welsh Government should provide the Committee 

with details of the outcomes and findings from the on-going review of cases 
with learning disabilities, which is concluding in March 2015. 
 
Accepted  
 
Welsh Government will provide the Committee with the findings of this review by 

summer recess.  

 

Recommendation 3 - The Committee recommends that the Welsh Government 

continues to monitor Health Boards’ progress in processing retrospective 
claims and if necessary, refer claims not processed within the prescribed 
deadline to the Powys Project and provides the Committee with an update 
before the summer recess. 

 

Accepted 

 

Welsh Government will be continuing to monitor progress in relation to retrospective 

claims. Information is monitored on a monthly basis. The National Complex Care 

Board which is jointly chaired by the Director of Social Services and Integration, 

Welsh Government and the Chief Executive of Powys teaching Health Board, will 

receive regular reports at each meeting.  It has been agreed that the retrospective 

claims for Phase 2 will be transferred to the National Powys Project. The process has 

been agreed and work is underway.   
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Recommendation 4 - The Committee recommends that the Welsh Government 

reports to the Committee before the summer recess on the expansion of the 
local and national recruitment programme and whether this has led to 
improvements in the time taken to process current and future claims. 
 

Accepted 

Welsh Government will request that local health boards provide information on 
staffing numbers in handling CHC claims. This will include updates as and when staff 
numbers change, Welsh Government receives monthly information in relation to the 
handling of claims. The National Complex Care Board will receive an update report at 
each meeting.  Welsh Government will provide an update to the Committee as 
requested.   
 
 
Recommendation 5 - The Committee recommends that the Welsh Government 

monitors Health Boards to ensure that the shorter processing deadline for 
more recent claims does not result in unintended consequences of longer 
resolution times for long-standing claims which are unresolved. 
 
Accepted 

 

Welsh Government will continue to monitor progress on a monthly basis in relation to 

all claims. The National Complex Care Board will receive regular reports at each 

meeting.   

 

Recommendation 6 - The Committee recommends that the Welsh Government 

ensures that governance arrangements are clear and well understood in 

relation to complex care. This will include monitoring the effectiveness of such 

arrangements and the engagement of members of the National Complex Care 

Board and any task and finish groups which support its work. 

Accepted 

The Governance and Accountability Framework has been considered and formally 
approved by each local health board and Welsh Government. This resulted in the 
formation of the National Complex Care Board and The National Stakeholder 
Reference Group.   The Board is jointly chaired by the Director of Social Services 
and Integration, Welsh Government and the Chief Executive of Powys teaching 
Health Board has been established. The Reference Group is chaired by the Director 
of Social Services and Integration. Details of the membership and terms of reference 
will be provided to the Committee by summer recess. An initial meeting of the group 
has been held and the terms of reference for the group are now being agreed. 
Attendance at meetings will be monitored and the Chairs will raise any concerns with 
the Chief Executives of local health boards as necessary. 
 



Recommendation 7 - In addition to the current leaflets that are designed to be 

accessed once an individual is ‘in the system’; the Committee recommends 

that the Welsh Government publishes a general public information leaflet on 

continuing health care. These leaflets should be shared with health and social 

care professionals and distributed widely, including being made available in 

doctors’ surgeries. 

Accepted 

Additional copies of the Public Information Leaflet will be sent to each local health 

board for distribution to local care homes in May. Welsh Government will also be 

providing local health boards with a minimum standard distribution list to ensure the 

leaflets are widely available, this will include GP surgeries. 

 

This leaflet, as well as other publicity and information material is also available on the 

Welsh Government web page and the jointly owned NHS and Welsh Government 

Complex Care and Information Support Site. 

 

 

Recommendation 8 - The Committee recommends that mandatory guidance is 

issued to Health Boards and social care providers on where information in 

relation to continuing health care should be made available. This should 

include the provision of information to individuals (and/or their family 

members) who are in, or prior to admission into a care home, including details 

of how the Decision Support Tool is applied to individuals being assessed for 

Continuing Healthcare. 

Accepted 
 

Welsh Government will provide local health boards with mandatory guidance. This 
will include a minimum standard distribution list to ensure the leaflets are widely 
available. A set of Frequently Asked Questions have been provided for practitioners. 
These refer to the use and application of the Decision Support Tool. Additional 
copies of the Public Information Leaflet will be sent to each local health board for 
distribution to local care homes. Welsh Government will develop posters by autumn 
and request that local health boards distribute posters signposting to the Welsh 
Government website, where the leaflet and relevant information, including 
information on the decision support tool is available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recommendation 9 - The Committee remains concerned about the awareness, 

quality and level of provision of advocacy services provided by different Local 

Health Boards and is supportive of patients and carers understanding their 

options and the decision-making process as well as healthcare professionals. 

The Committee recommends the Welsh Government reports to the Committee 

before the summer recess, on how it intends to improve the consistency, 

quality and awareness of advocacy services. 

Accept 
 
Welsh Government will report to the Committee as requested.  Welsh Government 
has asked local health boards for the position on advocacy in their area. We will be 
reviewing this to ensure it is appropriate and will agree further action to address 
issues where required. An update will be provided to Committee before summer 
recess clearly setting out how Welsh Government will ensure this recommendation is 
delivered. 
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Darren Millar AM 
Chair 
Public Accounts Committee 
  
 

1 June 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Millar 
 
 
AGW Report – Welsh Government Investment in Next Generation Broadband 
Infrastructure 
 
Thank you for your letter of 28 May 2015 regarding the Auditor General for Wales’s report 
Welsh Government investment in next generation broadband infrastructure.  
 
We welcome the report, overall it is very positive identifying many aspects where the project 
is performing well and providing assurance that the Superfast Cymru project is well run. 
 
It recognises that we are clear about what we are trying to achieve and that there is a clear 
justification for action.  Our procurement was effective despite only having one final bidder 
and we now have appropriate arrangements in place to manage the project.   
 
The report categorises progress as reasonable, although the project is currently ahead of 
contractual targets, and that the vast majority of the direct benefits in terms of jobs, 
apprenticeships and work experience have already been achieved. 
 
However, given the sheer scale and complexity of the project and the rurality and 
topography of Wales it is not without its continuing challenges.   
 
It will take some time to work through and properly address each of the recommendations in 
detail.  In summary, however, communications and marketing is kept under constant review 
and we will continue to work with BT to ensure the project remains focused on achieving 
contractual targets.  
 
Take-up is influenced by a wide range of factors most of which are beyond the control of the 
project so we will need to consider carefully our approach to targets. 
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We are developing new schemes to address those areas outside of the Superfast Cymru 
and commercial roll-out areas and will as part of this work consider how the Access 
Broadband Cymru scheme fits into these plans.  We have already achieved major benefits 
targets but more work is in train to identify and track other less direct benefits.    
 
The success of the project will lead to a range of lessons that both the organisation and the 
wider public sector can learn from and we will seek to share these lessons as widely as 
possible. 
 
We look forward to receiving the committee’s view on the report.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
James Price 
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