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Private Pre-meeting - 09.15 - 09.30 

1 Introductions, apologies and substitutions (09.30)  

2 Qualifications Wales Bill - Evidence session 7 (09.30 - 11.00) (Pages 1 - 

21)  

Welsh Government  

Huw Lewis AM, Minister for Education and Skills  

Catherine Lloyd, Lawyer - Education (Schools) and Welsh Language Team  

Siwan Daniel, Lawyer - Education (Schools) and Welsh Language Team  

Alison Standfast, Deputy Director - Qualifications Wales Transition  

Cassy Taylor,  Head of Qualifications Wales - Transition Branch  

3 Papers to note   

 

Letter from the Deputy Minister - Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS)  

(Page 22) 

------------------------ Public Document Pack ------------------------



CYPE(4)-04-15 – Paper to note 1 

 

 

Letter from the Minister for Health and Social Services - Child and Adolescent Mental 

Health Services (CAMHS)  (Pages 23 - 24) 

CYPE(4)-04-15 – Paper to note 2 

 

 

Letter from the Chair of the Finance Committee - Inquiry into the Consideration of 

Powers: Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  (Page 25) 

CYPE(4)-04-15 – Paper to note 3 

 

 

Letter from the Finance Committee to the Minister for Education and Skills  - 

Qualifications Wales Bill  (Pages 26 - 27) 

CYPE(4)-04-15 – Paper to note 4 

 

4 Motion under Standing Order 17.42 to resolve to exclude the public 

from the meeting for the remainder of the meeting   

5 Inquiry into Educational Outcomes for Children from Low Income 

Households - consideration of draft report (11.00 - 11.30) (Pages 28 - 34)  
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28 January 2015 

 

  

 

Dear Ann 

 

Inquiry into the Consideration of Powers: Public Services Ombudsman for 
Wales 
 

The Finance Committee has agreed to undertake an inquiry into the 

consideration of powers of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales. Nick 

Bennett, the Ombudsman has highlighted five main areas for changes to the 

Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Act 2005 which he believes will 

strengthen the role. These include own-initiative powers, accepting oral 

complaints, complaints handling across public services, jurisdiction and links 

with the courts. The Ombudsman has provided a background paper outlining 

each of these proposals. 

 

As the role of the Ombudsman cuts across Committee remits, I am writing to 

Committee Chairs to notify them of our inquiry and consultation. I would be 

grateful if you could forward the consultation on to any individuals or 
organisations that may wish to contribute to the inquiry.   
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jocelyn Davies AM 

Committee Chair 
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Bae Caerdydd 

Caerdydd 

CF99 1NA 

Cardiff Bay 

Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

 

Ffôn/Tel:02920898120  

Ebost/Email: financecommittee@wales.gov.uk     

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg/We welcome correspondence in both English and Welsh 

 

 

Y Pwyllgor Cyllid 

Finance Committee 

 

 

 

Huw Lewis, 

Minister for Education and Skills, 

Welsh Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 January 2015 

 

Dear Huw, 

 

Qualifications Wales Bill 

 

At the Finance Committee meeting of 21 January 2015, the Committee 

considered the financial implications of the Qualifications Wales Bill. The 

Members had two queries in relation to the Bill, which we would appreciate 

your views on. 

 

ICT costs 

 

While Annex B to the RIA identifies that you have undertaken detailed work 

into the costings associated with ICT, the RIA does not set out detailed 

information on how these costs have been reached. In comparison, the 

staffing and premises costings are much more detailed, and show the 

assumptions used to calculate additional costs in these areas. Given that the 

RIA states that you have undertaken a detailed scoping study around costs in 

this area, it would be helpful to have further details of these. 

 

Total and additional costs of the preferred option 

 

You stated in evidence to the Children, Young People and Education 

Committee at its meeting on 11 December 2014, that the Bill will be funded 

“within the agreed education budget” and that you “do not have access to an 

additional resource”
1

. We’d be grateful if you could confirm which specific 

                       
1

 Meeting transcript of the Children, Young People and Education Committee – 11 December 

2014 
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budget will be used to cover the total and additional costs that will result 

from implementing the legislation. 

 

I would be grateful if you were able to respond to these points by 20 

February 2015. I am also copying this letter to the Chair of the Children, 

Young People and Education Committee.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Jocelyn Davies AM 

Chair 
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