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1

Introduction

1.1

Against the ever-growing recognition of the importance of our environment,
Sustainable Business Wales sets out the sustainable business agenda for
Wales. This action-oriented document is based upon the premise that
industry and businesses in Wales are the main deliverers of sustained
economic growth.

1.2

Despite the potential for significant commercial gain through savings, new
markets and raised consumer profile - the much publicised “triple bottom
line” large parts of Welsh business remain unaware of what sustainable
development means for them. The Welsh Assembly Government is
committed to providing leadership in this key area and this plan is set within
the context of the Welsh Assembly Government’s sustainable development
scheme.

2

What action is proposed?

2.1

This Action Plan sets out what will be done by the Welsh Assembly
Government, its agencies and its main partners, in particular the WDA,
Carbon Trust, Environment Agency, Arena Network, Groundwork Wales and
WRAP to improve support to Welsh business in their efforts to generate
sustainable economic growth for Wales.

2.2

The Action Plan is designed to:
·
·
·

Improving access to good practical advice within a strategic
framework.
Promote and develop the Environmental Goods and Services sector
in Wales.
Help business become more competitive through the adoption of
environmental best practice.
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Sustainable Business Action Plan for Wales
LEAD BODY

ACTION

Improving Access to good, practical advice within a strategic framework
Establish an
“Expert Panel on Sustainable Business”
to inform policy and strategy development

WELSH ASSEMBLY
GOVERNMENT
Develop and maintain a
“Sustainable Business Portal”
for Welsh Businesses, readily available through the new
‘Business Connect’ Gateway
Improve co-ordination and marketing of sustainable
business
support infrastructure in Wales by strengthening
the team working on sustainable business support to
Welsh industry/business.

OUTCOME
Well informed Welsh Assembly Government policy, independent
evaluation of sustainable business support, and annual report on
sustainable business progress in Wales
Influence on the UK Government’s
Advisory Committee on Business and the Environment
Promulgation of regional expertise
in support of the Johannesburg Gauteng Agreement
Ready access for Welsh businesses to sustainable business advice
Improved co-ordination and marketing of
front line support infrastructure
All-Wales regional co-ordination
The development of a menu of sustainable business
tools and support services
The ability to evaluate and monitor the sustainability
of Welsh business

WELSH DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

Within the context of enhanced business support
activities, development of a Sustainable Business
Ladder/Framework for Wales

Working with other key players, including ELWa and
Colleges, improve co-ordination of the training and
development of all sustainable business service providers

The ability to target business support where it is needed most and
will have the best possible impact.
The ability to evaluate and improve the impact of
sustainable business support
A support infrastructure geared toward assisting businesses in
attaining progressive and continuous steps up the
Sustainable Business Ladder
A coherent suite of innovative support projects

Objective 1 bid of £2m for targeted, innovative
sustainable business support projects. Closer
involvement with DTI’s sustainable technologies initiative
and with colleges expertise

More sustainable business mentoring support
An eco-design Pilot Project for a group of SMEs, to raise the profile of
eco-design and innovation

LEAD BODY

ACTION

OUTCOME

Promotion of the Environmental Goods and Services Sector
Building on lessons learnt, progression and development of the
Environmental Goods and Services sector support

WELSH DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

Objective 1 bid (£1.5m) to stimulate
continued growth in the
Environmental Goods and Services sector

WELSH ASSEMBLY
GOVERNMENT

More international environmental
business trade missions

Increased promotion of the
Welsh Environmental Goods and Services sector abroad

THE WASTE AND RESOURCES
ACTION PROGRAMME (WRAP)
& THE CREATING WELSH
MARKETS FOR RECYCLATE
(CWMRE) PROJECT

Provide practical advice to businesses to improve the
quality of funding proposals relating to recycled product
manufacture and work with potential funders to
increase awareness of opportunities in the recycling sector

A marriage service for funders and recycling businesses in Wales

Ensure procurement policies and contract specifications
are based on sustainable development objectives, and
encourage other public bodies in Wales to pursue a similar
theme to purchasing goods and services

Increased purchasing of environmentally friendly
goods and services

Increased innovation and R&D support, generating £9m increased
business turnover and safeguarding/creating 450 jobs

Creation of stable and efficient markets for
recycled materials and products in Wales

Greening Welsh Business
WELSH ASSEMBLY
GOVERNMENT

CARBON TRUST

ARENA NETWORK/
GROUNDWORK WALES

Continued growth in the Welsh goods and services sector

Deliver a step-change on energy efficiency,
Carbon emissions reductions

Single, business-led expert source of energy efficiency
advice to Welsh industry/business

Stimulate, promote and support the
commercial opportunities arising from new
low carbon technologies

Increased economic growth through the development
of low carbon technologies

Deliver a step-change on the take-up of
Environmental Management Systems
in Welsh business.
Development of a responsive and flexible package of
sustainable business Initiatives

Companies in Wales maximising commercial advantage through
following a sustainable business approach tailored to meet the needs
of Welsh business and to assist companies in achieving Regulatory
Compliance.
3,000 companies to have
Environmental Management Systems with live accreditation, 500 of
which should be EMAS ISO level
Assisting by working closely with businesses and local authorities, the
achievement of the Welsh Assembly Government’s
‘Wise About Waste’ objectives

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
WALES

The development of an Operator and Pollution Risk
(OPRA) style rating system
for Welsh industrial sites, which reflects
the National Assembly’s statutory
Sustainable Development Duty

Better evaluation of the ‘sustainability’ impact of
industrial sites in Wales
Targets for step-by-step improvements in the sustainability impact of
industrial sites in Wales
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3

Consultation

3.1

This plan raises issues on which the Welsh Assembly Government would
welcome your views. We look for the responses to this consultation to help
us develop a balanced and impact-orientated package of sustainable
business support for the foreseeable future. You are invited to comment on
any issue within the Plan, but in particular, we would ask that you consider
the following questions:
·

Will this Plan deliver the framework of support and advice Welsh business
needs to manage the threats and take advantage of the opportunities
arising from increased Globalisation and the heightened emphasis on the
environment / sustainable development?

·

Are there any key issues or actions within this Plan that you feel should
not be included?

·

Are there any key issues or actions that you feel should be included within
this Plan but are not?

·

Are there any suggestions as to how this Plan could more explicitly
incorporate the Assembly's equal opportunities and diversity objectives?

