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Purpose

This paper is presented to the Committee to provide an update on the role of Cllr Bob Bright and Cllr Chris Holley within the Committee
of the Regions as part of a formal information gathering process.  

Background

Cllr Bright is a full Member of the Committee of the Regions and has a seat on the EDUC Commission for education, youth, culture, and
health, but which also has responsibility for information society, telecommunications, and media technologies.  Cllr Holley is the WLGA’s
alternate Member and sits on the COTER Commission, responsible for Territorial Cohesion Policy, including the Structural Funds,
Transport, and Territorial Cooperation.

Update

2010 has so far been a busy year for the Welsh delegation to the Committee of the Regions, with one Rapporteurship underway and
important contributions to key debates on European policy from both the WLGA and NAfW Members.

As you are aware, Cllr Bright concluded a very successful Rapporteurship on universal access to broadband services earlier in 2009.
 Following this report, Cllr Bright has been invited to speak on ICT and broadband issues in a number of events on behalf of the CoR. On
2 February, Cllr Bright was invited by his political group in the CoR to attend the Maltese Labour Party Conference, where he delivered a
speech on ‘the contribution of education and ICT to sustainable localities in Wales’. On 8-9 April, Cllr Bright gave two speeches during an
eGovernment conference in Brussels. In his speeches, Cllr Bright referred to some excellent eGovernment projects and initiatives in
Wales, including one in his own city of Newport, entitled ‘Transforming Access to Services in Local Government’. Cllr Bright will also be
speaking in two ICT-related events during the CoR ‘Open Days’ week in Brussels on 4-7 October, where he will refer to some other
excellent examples of using ICT as a means to achieve energy efficiency in Wales.

In the field of education, Cllr Bright spoke at a conference in Athens on 10-11 May entitled ‘Cooperation between local government,
Universities and local social and economic actors’. Working with Welsh Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), Cllr Bright gave an
intervention on effective collaboration in South Wales, drawing on examples of effective joint working between the Universities of
Swansea, Cardiff, and Newport, and local authorities across the region. The intervention was well received and generated significant
interest in collaboration work between local government and HEIs in Wales.

In July Cllr Bright was appointed Rapporteur on an Opinion focusing on Vocational Education and Training (VET). Cllr Bright is
coordinating the CoR’s response to the European Commission’s Communication entitled ‘A new impetus for European cooperation in
Vocational Education and Training to support the Europe 2020 Strategy’. The Opinion has now been submitted to the CoR and is
expected to be adopted at the next EDUC meeting on 27 September, with full adoption expected at the next Plenary Session on 1-2
December. The Opinion should be adopted ahead of the meeting between EU Ministers on 7 December to discuss progress in European
VET since the 2002 Copenhagen Process.

Key messages from the Opinion include the need to recognise the role of VET in speeding up the economic recovery in Europe, promote
the importance of vocational qualifications, and place emphasis on mobility, flexibility and partnerships to modernise VET in Europe. The
Opinion is an excellent opportunity for Welsh local government and Wales in general to play an active role in influencing an important
area of policy that will play a key role in contributing to the European Commission’s 10 year economic development strategy, Europe
2020. Since the Commission’s Communication, the subsequent Council Conclusions, and the declaration of the Copenhagen process will
form the framework for initiatives and cooperation over the next decade in the area of VET, the Opinion will take on added importance.

With the support of officers Daisy Seabourne and Iwan Williams from the WLGA, consultation with the National Assembly for Wales,
Welsh Higher Education and Welsh Assembly Government offices in Brussels, as well as advice from other VET experts from the
University of Wales, Newport, and Cardiff University, Cllr Bright looks forward to presenting his Opinion at the December Plenary Session
in Brussels.

Deputising for Cllr Chris Holley, who has been unable to attend recent CoR meetings due to domestic commitments in his local
authority, Cllr Bright has also participated in two COTER meetings. With the EU Budget Review expected in late September and the
European Commission’s Fifth Cohesion Report expected in November, developments in cohesion policy and territorial issues are of
significant importance to Wales. Attending these meetings are crucial in order to keep up with key developments, and Cllrs Bright and
Holley will continue to intervene, where necessary, on behalf of Welsh local government and Wales in general.

Despite not being able to attend recent COTER meetings, Cllr Holley represented WLGA at the Council of European Municipalities and
Regions (CEMR) Policy Committee meeting in Oslo on 3-4 June, as well as at the UK Local Government – EU Summit in Brussels on 7
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June. The Oslo meeting saw mayors and elected representatives of Europe’s local and regional governments agree on a common political
effort to overcome the economic crisis in Europe, whilst the Brussels Summit focused on the role of local government in achieving the
objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy. During the Summit, Cllr Holley took the opportunity to hold useful informative talks with senior
officials from the European Commission, the UK Permanent Representation to the EU, and the European Parliament. He also gave a
detailed and comprehensive overview of the European issues that are of most concern to Welsh local government and Wales in general.

Cllrs Bright and Holley will be attending the annual CoR ‘Open Days’ week in Brussels between 4-7 October. This year, the WLGA is part
of a consortium lobbying for the continuation of EU Competitiveness funding post-2013. If the Competitiveness Objective were to cease
in the next programming period, this could have a detrimental effect on East Wales. To complement the work of the Consortium, the
WLGA is also hosting an Open Days Local Event on the same topic in Llandrindod on 20 September. The Local Event will focus on the
value of Competitiveness funding from the domestic point-of-view, looking at the role these funds play in the sustainable economic
development and regeneration of East Wales, and their contribution therefore to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 Strategy. Cllr
Holley will host this event as the WLGA Spokesperson for Europe and Regeneration and WLGA representative on the Committee of the
Regions.

As you are very aware, this is a crucial time in EU policy-making as negotiations get underway for the future EU budget and a future
cohesion policy post-2013.  This could have a profound impact on the level and availability of EU funding for Wales, and could
consequently have a detrimental effect on Wales’ future economic development.  Therefore, it is crucial that the Welsh delegation to the
Committee of the Regions continues to work together to cover these key debates and to fight for the best for Wales.

The WLGA and NAfW Members have also reemphasised the importance of further strengthening their working relationship with the four
Welsh MEPs, and WLGA officers will continue their work with the NAfW and the Welsh Government in Brussels and Cardiff, in order to
foster an all-Wales approach in fighting for the best possible outcome for Wales during these difficult negotiations.  

Iwan Williams
WLGA European Office
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