
The Welsh Assembly Government’s response to the National Assembly for 
Wales’ Audit Committee report -- (2) 08-06 - Progress in the further 

education sector: estates management and procurement. 
 
General Response 
 
The Assembly Government welcomes the Audit Committee’s report and is 
circulating it to the Principals of all further education (FE) institutions in Wales, 
requiring each of them to provide a copy to their Audit Committee together with 
an appropriate position statement. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Estates management 
 
i. Good management requires, as a basis for decision-making, good 
management information. Since the base data on the extent to which the 
further education estate complies with disability legislation dates from 
2001,we recommend that the Assembly Government commission a new 
disability access audit. The results of this audit will help inform future 
decisions by the Assembly Government on the allocation of funds to assist 
the sector to become compliant with disability legislation. 
 
Response 
 
Accepted.   An additional £3m was allocated to FE institutions in August 2006 to 
progress the work to complete the outstanding disability obligations. The work 
associated with this funding is to be completed by March 2007.  It is anticipated 
that further disability compliance work will be undertaken by the institutions 
throughout the year, particularly during the summer months, July and August 
2007.  The Assembly Government proposes to commission a new disability 
access survey to be undertaken in the Autumn of 2007.  It is anticipated that the 
results of the survey will be available in early 2008 and will be shared with the 
Wales Audit Office. 
 
 
Procurement 
 
ii. The need to secure financial savings from better procurement has been 
on the Assembly Government’s agenda for a number of years, and has now 
become a key element of the Making the Connections initiative. We 
recommend that the Assembly Government require information from each 
institution on a regular basis, such as annually, on the savings that it is 
realising through improved procurement practices. 
Response 



 
Accepted.   Commencing in December 2006 the Assembly Government will 
receive annual statements from all FE institutions on the savings that they are 
realising through improved procurement practices. A summary report of the 
savings will be provided to the Wales Audit Office. 
 
iii. External review can be a helpful spur to improvement. We recommend 
that the Assembly Government assist Value Wales and fforwm in ensuring 
that Procurement Fitness Checks are undertaken at all further education. 
 
Response 
 
Accepted.   Working in collaboration with Value Wales and fforwm the Assembly 
Government has commissioned a programme of Procurement Fitness Checks for 
the FE sector in Wales. The initiative will be completed by March 2007 and 
individual action plans will be provided to each institution. 
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