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Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to provide the Committee with an overview of the key issues and 
priorities within the Local Government portfolio.

Background

In preparing this report I have attempted to identify the most important issues that are currently being 
taken forward within the local government arena. They are grouped by broad subject area and I have 
concentrated in particular on those that will require both policy development and legislation.

Recommendation

The Committee is invited to note the content of the report and to comment as appropriate.

Issues

Accommodation Needs of Gypsy Travellers in Wales

A seminar to formally launch the Pat Niner (University of Birmingham) report 'Accommodation 
Needs of Gypsy-Travellers in Wales' will take place on Monday 25th September 2006. The seminar 
will enable interested groups or individuals to consider the report, its conclusions and 
recommendations in both Plenary and workshop sessions. The Assembly Government will also 
formally set out its response to the report's recommendations and also the Review of Service 
Provision for Gypsies and Travellers. 

In addition, a paper has been circulated among Cabinet colleagues which sets out the Welsh 
Assembly Government’s initial response to the 28 recommendations in the report (a number of which 
were aimed at the Welsh Assembly Government). The Cabinet paper asks colleagues to agree in 
principle the Welsh Assembly Government response to the recommendations in the Pat Niner report, 
and to note the establishment of a Gypsy and Traveller Unit. 



Biannual count of Gypsy and Traveller

The biannual count of Gypsy and Traveller caravans took place on Wednesday 19 July. Despite 
participation in the count being voluntary, I am pleased to confirm that 20 out of 22 local authorities 
took part. The count's data is currently being validated and I hope to provide you with an analysis of 
this data in October 2006.

Policy Agreements - progress update
Three local authorities have concluded their policy agreements and received their 
2006-07 Performance Incentive Grant Carmarthenshire, Newport, and Denbighsire. 
Several other authorities are also close to concluding their policy agreements. 

Assembly officials have met with every local authority and expect the majority to receive their 
Performance Incentive Grant by the end of 2006. A minority may not receive payment until 2007 as 
the need for current year data may delay payment. 

Making the Connections 

Beecham

Members will recall that the Beecham Report "Beyond Boundaries" was launched in July. It was 
widely welcomed. 

In September, we are holding a series of regional events for senior managers from across the Welsh 
public service and third sector to discuss BEYOND BOUNDARIES, At these events, members of the 
review team will introduce the report, there will be a question and answer session and the opportunity 
to discuss the issues raised. 

The events are as follows:

●     Wrexham on 19 September at 10:00 - 12:00
●     Cardiff on 21 September at 14:00 - 16:00
●     Llanelli on 27 September at 11:00 -13:00

Following this we are working on a detailed response to be published later in the autumn. This public 
services policy statement will set out our agenda for driving forward the Making the Connections 
agenda.

Consultation on 'Building Better Customer Service: Core Principles for Public 
Services' 

We published the first-ever set of Core Principles on customer service on the 7th August. The Core 
Principles outline the Assembly Governments vision for improved customer service across all public 
services in Wales. 



The Core Principles were widely distributed to all Public Service leaders and chairs, for responses by 
30th November. In addition to the formal written exercise, the Making the Connections team will be 
holding a number of events to capture the views of a cross-section of Welsh public services on the 
Core Principles and Good Practice Guidance.

Public Services Customer Contact and 101

Related to the Assembly Government’s priority to provide improved access to public services is the 
development of plans for an all-Wales ‘101 number service’. The Home office is seeking England 
and Wales coverage for 101 by 2008. The scope is 8 community safety related services. The aims are 
to simplify access to service, improve engagement with communities, and reduce pressure on the 999 
service. 101 is being rolled out in three waves. Cardiff is covered in Wave 1 (with the service now 
operational). The Home Office is currently funding the development of an all-Wales feasibility study 
and business case following a joint expression of interest from all 22 local authorities and 4 police 
authorities (as part of wave two).

Community and Town Councils

One Voice Wales 

Simon White, formerly of ELWa and now an Assembly employee since the merger, was successful in 
a secondment exercise carried out by Public Services Management Wales to recruit a temporary 
Chief Executive. He took up post on 19 June. The Association elected Cllr Isgoed Williams as its 
new Chair at the end of June. These appointments provide the ideal opportunity for the Association to 
move forward and I will be meeting Cllr Williams in due course. 

Progress on Aberystwyth Report recommendations

Work has started on developing a model charter to facilitate co-operation between local and principal 
councils including, where appropriate, the delegation of services. The next meeting in October will 
decide on steps forward based on investigative work undertaken in the summer. The National 
Training Advisory Group set up by the Assembly Government has distributed the National Training 
Strategy to community and town councils and will be offering initial training courses shortly. The 
training strategy is aimed at community council members and clerks.

Wales Spatial Plan

Progress continues to be made in terms of implementing the Wales Spatial Plan. Area Coordinators 
are now in post in all areas to provide additional capacity to complete the priority actions that were 
identified by the Spatial Plan Groups last year. A summary of the actions for each area are set out 
below: 

●     South East Wales: SE Strategic development project (key settlements), Heads of the Valleys 
Programme, Strategic Transport and Waste. 



●     Central Wales: Key Settlements and Rural Areas project; Earth, Environment, Land & Marine 
Study; Strategic Transport; Affordable Housing; Welsh Language - integration with WSP 
(pilot project); Inland Tourism. 

●     Swansea Bay and Western Valleys: Strategic Development Project (key settlements); 
Knowledge Economy; Reducing Economic Inactivity; Waterfront Masterplan; Strategic 
Transport; Tourism; Skilled and Competitive Workforce. 

●     Pembrokeshire: Strategic development project (key settlements), LNG impacts (labour market/
skills and social impacts); Tourism; Strategic Transport. 

●     North East: Sub Region Spatial Strategy (Cross border work and Conwy/Denbighshire Study); 
Skills; Strategic Transport.

●     North West: Sub Region Spatial Strategy; Economic Futures study; Earth, Environment, Land 
& Marine Study; Strategic Transport; affordable housing. 

From now until the end of the year, the area groups will be focusing on informing the strategic 
frameworks for Convergence Funding. The Spatial Plan Groups will play a central role in the 
strategic frameworks for Building Sustainable Communities which will identify the regeneration 
priorities and provide direction in terms of the location, type and scale of projects. Further details on 
the role of the Area Groups and the timetable for strategic frameworks will be announced following 
the consultation. 

In the first part of 2007 I hope to publish ‘interim progress statements’ which will report the 
emerging findings of the major projects ongoing in the spatial plan areas in relation to the role and 
function of settlements, transport, housing, economic development and the environment. Taking on 
board feedback received the statements for each spatial plan area will then be developed and 
progressed to form part of the major elements of the update which will be published for formal 
consultation in the Autumn of 2007. 

As well as the area work, other Spatial Plan activities include: 

●     Welsh Coastal Tourism Strategy: the preparation of a Welsh Coastal Tourism Strategy was 
identified in the Spatial Plan as a National Action. The work was commissioned in January 
and a draft report is due in the Autumn 06. 

●     Baseline data and SA/SEA: the national update of the spatial plan will be subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment. This work is underway and 
related baseline data is being assembled to inform this. 

●     Demographics, including migrant workers research: the collection and use of intelligence on 
population change continues to inform and underpin all spatial plan work. Recently the trends 
and impacts surrounding migrant works has been a major driver for change in some parts of 



Wales. This work will help to inform the area strategy work being undertaken as well as the 
national actions. 

●     Land use visions/landscape characterization mapping: Countryside Council for Wales are 
progressing work that will map the physical and cultural features of our landscape. This work 
will help to inform the area strategy work being undertaken. 

●     Implementation of the environment strategy: the spatial plan area groups are playing a key 
part in the implementation of the environment strategy – in particular, identifying important 
local actions to reflect the spatial aspects of the strategy. 

●     Wales Transport Strategy: accessibility to meet economic, social and environmental objectives 
is central to delivering the national and area visions of the spatial plan. This has meant 
ensuring the draft Wales Transport Strategy is underpinned by the spatial plan national themes 
and area spatial priories. 

●     Local Development Plan Scrutiny: Local Development Plans are a key part of delivering 
spatial plan priorities at the local level. The Spatial Plan Team and WAG’s Planning 
department are working jointly to produce a scrutiny framework that ensures that LDPs take 
full account of the area priorities agreed by the Spatial Plan Groups. 

NHS Reconfiguration: the NHS reconfiguration proposals have been subject to consultation. The 
Spatial Plan ahs provides a framework for the assessment of impacts on localities as well as on 
factors such as transport, skills and the environment. 

Visits / Meetings

Local Authority Visits

Over the Summer Recess both myself and Christine Chapman 

have between us undertaken visits to individual Local Authorities in Wales. Only one Authority visit 
is now outstanding and we expect a date for this to be finalised shortly. 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation - "Bringing Neighbourhoods Centre Stage" on 12 July 
2006

I delivered a keynote address at this seminar, aimed at local authority Leaders and Chief Executives, 
which explored ways in which local authorities, as well as the two other tiers of government, could 
more effectively engage community and voluntary organisations and the communities they represent 
in achieving the economic, environmental and social objectives of sustainable development. I look 
forward to seeing the report of the seminar, which will shortly be available from the Foundation.

Society of Local Council Clerks - 4th Annual Wales conference - 14 September



I delivered the keynote speech at this well attended conference held in Cwmbran for community and 
town council clerks in Wales

Action

The Committee is invited to note the contents of this report.

Sue Essex AM
Minister for Finance, Local Government and Public Services
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