
LGH-12-00 (p.1)

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING COMMITTEE

MINISTER'S REPORT 

Meeting with Police Authorities in Wales

1. I said at the Partnership Council meeting on 16 October that I would meet those concerned with 
the provision of the emergency services in due course. I met representatives of the Police Authorities 
in Wales on 2 November. The Police Authorities are keen to develop better communications with the 
Assembly and I told them I would be happy to meet them regularly to discuss both policy issues and 
funding matters. I told them that the Committee thought there was a strong case for youth justice 
matters to sit within its portfolio, given the natural read-across to other crime reduction and 
community development issues.

2. We discussed the police authorities' role in Communities First and tackling substance misuse, 
before moving on to consider funding. On the latter, I told the police I would be looking to them for 
greater cooperation with the Assembly in the next financial year: this year, all four authorities set 
budget increases in excess of the Assembly's projections. I underlined the importance I attach to 
council tax increases not going into double figures in any unitary authority area in Wales, and 
reminded them that the police have a part to play in that. We had a short discussion about the 
general nature of the Assembly/Home Office funding arrangements, and I said I would be happy to 
consider a written submission by the police authorities setting out their ideas on this matter.

Standard spending assessment formula

3. The Assembly voted to approve the new standard spending assessment formula on 31 October. 
The formula will be used to calculate local authority SSAs for 2001-02. I agreed at Committee on 18 
October that officials would be available to brief members of the Committee on the technical details 
of the new formula: one member (David Davies) has met officials, and a further meeting is planned 
for later this month with Plaid Cymru representatives. 

4. The Distribution Sub Group of the Consultative Forum on Finance met on 7 November to consider 
a number of technical issues concerning the formula, and the work programme for 2001. This will 
include further work on some areas of the formula as acknowledged in discussion in Committee. In 
2001 this work will include revisions to highways data, improved measures of enhanced population, 
and data definition and collection for social services at ward level.

 



Regular meetings with WLGA

5. I have initiated a regular series of informal meetings with the WLGA. I will report to the Committee 
on relevant matters as they arise. I held the first such meeting on Wednesday 8 November following 
on from my meeting with them on Equal Opportunities issues.

Flooding

6. My officials are in touch with local authorities in whose areas there have been reports of serious 
flooding. I will report orally.

Consultation on election date

7. Members of the Committee will be pleased to hear that the consultation on the date of the next 
local authority elections will be under way later this month. I will be writing to all local authorities in 
Wales, the local government associations – including the community councils – AMs, MPs and 
others, asking for their views on this matter. The consultation will go on until February and I intend to 
make a decision very quickly once it ends. It will be important in this exercise to balance the 
questions of democratic legitimacy with that of administrative ease.

Local Regeneration Fund

8. On 7 November I announced a £6.2m allocation from the National Assembly’s Local Regeneration 
Fund (LRF) to mach fund successful Objective 1 bids. The allocations are for seven local authority 
accelerated approval bids submitted in July. The LRF can, but does not have to be used to, match 
fund European Structural Fund bids. 

9. A further 40 bids were received in mid October under the main LRF bidding round in 2000-01, of 
which half are match funding bids for Objective 1 applications.

Housing Revenue Account Subsidy (HRAS) – Proposal to make an Assembly Order under 
Section 8 of the Electronic Communications Act 2000

10. I propose to make an Assembly Order so that HRAS Annual Determinations can be issued to 
local authorities electronically via the Assembly's web-site and e-mail facilities. I consider that having 
available such facilities for use in Wales would be a useful and effective option. 

11. This change will contribute to increasing the use of electronic communications in Assembly 
business. The benefits for authorities of our distributing the material electronically would be:

●     to replace the current paper and time intensive manual system in which we have to distribute 
a good number of pages of documentation to each authority. 

●     authorities would have access to the material earlier than with paper distribution. 
●     material will be available in electronic form for use in modelling and for distribution within the 



authority. 
●     the process will contribute to any targets to increase the use of electronic means of 

communication.

 

 

 

Edwina Hart 8 November 2000

Annex

NOTE OF MAIN ACTION POINTS AGREED AT PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING ON 16 
OCTOBER 2000

Action point Action by: Status

1. (a) Agreed to share 
outcome of Partnership 
Council with Local 
Government and Housing 
Committee and (b) to look 
at scope for more 
interchange between the 
two.

Secretariats a.  Done
b.  Meeting of secretariats to be 

arranged.

2. Mrs Hart to visit Neath 
Port Talbot at invitation of 
Cllr Crowley. 

Claire McDonald / 
NPT

Date offered.

3. Mrs Hart undertook to 
meet fire, police and 
ambulance services in due 
course. 

Mary Fraser Advice will be put to Mrs Hart on names 
and agenda for meeting all three services 
together.

4. Minutes of the three 
Partnership Councils to be 
circulated to each other on 
a regular basis. 

Secretariats A meeting has taken place between the 
three Secretariats. Minutes will be 
circulated.



5. Further work on the 
formula proposed in Annex 
4 of the Distribution Sub 
Group report to proceed. 

Jackie Brown Both WLGA and Assembly have agreed 
that this will be done.

6. Agreed there would be 
official level discussion on 
all the "new burdens" on 
local government.

Jackie Brown Under way.

 

7. Agreed to check on the 
money transferred with new 
burdens from Whitehall and 
look at analysis of loan 
charges. 

Alan Thornton Under way.

8. Agreed that the timetable 
for implementation of new 
political management 
structures would be 
extended by 3 months. 

 

Frank Cuthbert A revised timetable is being prepared to 
take account of this and will be issued as 
soon as it has been checked against 
requirements for Assembly legislation and 
approved by the Minister. 

9. There will be full 
discussion about the shape 
of the "fourth option" with 
local government, the 
model will not be imposed 
from above.

Kate Cassidy Consultation document to be discussed at 
LGH Committee on 29 November and 
issued as soon as possible thereafter.



10. Mrs Hart and Sir Harry 
Jones to write to the Home 
Office on behalf of the 
Partnership Council 
expressing concerns over 
lack of consultation, use of 
private sector landlords 
(which did not help 
coordination of other 
support services), voucher 
system, need for Home 
Office to firm up its 
estimates rather than 
expect local government to 
guess. 

Secretariat Letter issued – copy on its way to Chair of 
LGH Committee.

 

 

11. Mrs Hart to write to 
Jane Davidson about 
including fire safety in the 
schools curriculum.

 Draft provided.

12. Agreed to set up a 
small officer working group 
to look at how the 
Assembly could help 
combat fire deaths, in 
particular regulations on 
smoke alarms and sprinkler 
systems and potential for 
programmes such as 
Communities First to help 
fund investment in hard 
wired smoke alarms.

Mary Fraser A note will be put to Mrs Hart detailing 
which policy areas will be involved and 
the precise remit.



13. Agreed in principle to 
set up group to look at how 
to narrow the gap in 
performance between 
schools. Added children in 
care to its remit. 

Elizabeth Taylor and 
Peter Tyndall

 

14. Charles Willie to look 
into Gwenda Thomas’s 
query about whether 
children’s advocates could 
be funded to represent 
them, as a Human Rights 
Act point.

Charles Willie  

15. The Partnership 
Council agreed to return to 
equal opportunities when it 
had seen the results of the 
equality audits carried out 
by local authorities.

Secretariat On draft agenda for 11 December.

 

16. Agreed to tell First 
Minister of local 
government concern at not 
appearing in portfolio title.

 Done: title is confirmed as Minister for 
Finance, Local Government and 
Communities.

17. Agreed to schedule a 
contribution from police 
authorities and from 
community councils to 
Partnership Council 
discussions as soon as 
possible [there was a 
previous commitment to 
have the community 
councils’ contribution in 
December].

Secretariat A paper from the Community Councils 
Associations is on the draft agenda for 
the Partnership Council 11 Dec 2000.



18. Richard Edwards to 
send Secretariat details of 
Local Councils forum post 
holders.

Richard Edwards  
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