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9 February 2009
 
 
Dear Val 
 
Petition P- 03-107 – Welsh Language Daily Newspaper 
 
Thank you for your letter of 3 February 2009 requesting that the Enterprise and 
Learning Committee’s rapporteur group on bilingualism consider a petition from 
Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg on a Welsh language daily newspaper. 
 
We considered your request at a private meeting of the group on 5 February. We 
would be happy to provide you with evidence of good practice which we might 
uncover during the course of our work. However we felt that the petition might more 
appropriately be considered by the Communities and Culture Committee, which has 
the Welsh language within its remit. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Gareth Jones AM 
Committee Chair 
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Our Ref/Ein Cyf: 
Your Ref/Eich Cyf:  
Date/Dyddiad:    11th February 2009  
Please ask for/Gofynnwch am:  Tim Peppin  
Direct line/Llinell uniongyrchol:  029 20 468669 
Email/Ebost:    tim.peppin@wlga.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Val Lloyd AM 
Chair, Petitions Committee  
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF99 1NA 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Lloyd 
 
Petition – unadopted roads 
 
Thank you for your letter of 19th January to Steve Thomas which he 
passed to me for a response. Apologies for the delay in replying to 
you but I have been gathering feedback from our advisers. 
 
A number of authorities have general information on their web sites 
about road adoption which can be accessed, for example from a 
search on ‘unadopted roads’. I have attached an example. 
 
The procedure available to a Highways Authority for improving 
unadopted roads to adoption standard is contained within the 
provisions of the Private Street Works Code of the 1980 Highways 
Act. The principles of the code are fairly complex but require owners 
of the property or land with a frontage to bear the majority of the 
costs of the improvement works. As a result some authorities will only 
consider works if a certain percentage of the land or property owners 
are in favour of a scheme being implemented and prepared to 
contribute. 
 
In relation specifically to older, unadopted roads, some authorities 
have a policy of ‘making up’ and adopting older, unadopted roads as 
funds become available. This does not preclude requests for work to 
be done on these streets where there are parties willing to pay to 
accelerate the process. In some cases a priority list of streets will be 
drawn up based on criteria (e.g. does the street provide the principle 
means of access to premises?; does it provide a link between other 
elements of the highway network?). Such criteria will rule out work on 
rear lanes, alleyways etc, as these provide only a  secondary means 
of access.  
 
There are also authorities that do not have a set policy but will 
consider specific cases where adoption might be appropriate. Often, 
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however, the streets where there is greatest pressure for adoption are those which require 
major work to bring them up to adoptable standards - in particular, where major structural 
work is needed to prevent roads from collapsing/slipping etc.  To address such cases would 
require a disproportionate share of authorities’ capital budgets and are therefore highly 
unlikely to be taken forward. 
 
In a number of cases, the ‘policies’ will have evolved from decisions made over the years. 
However, hopefully the information in this letter helps to give a flavour of the issues and 
the approaches authorities take in response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tim Peppin 
Director of Regeneration and Sustainable Development  
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POLICY FOR ADOPTING ROADS 
An adopted road is one that the Council is liable to maintain. 

The Highways Act 1980 empowers the Council to accept the maintenance liability for un-adopted roads. These 

can be either newly constructed development roads, or established roads, which have not been adopted 

previously. 

The usual reason why the latter have not been adopted is that they neither comply with the Authority’s 

specification for the construction of roads for adoption, nor the design guide criteria for the layout of adopted 

roads. 

To contribute to the Corporate and Community Plan aims of improving quality of life, community safety and local 

services for local communities within the County Borough, the Council will: 

• Adopt any road that meets the current requirements of both the specification for the construction of 
roads for adoption, and the nationally based design guide for the layout of roads for adoption.  
 

• Enter into adoption agreements with the interested parties in accordance with current legislation to 
ensure adoption upon completion of the required works.  
 

• Require that unadopted established roads will firstly need to be improved to meet the current 
standards at no expense to the Authority.  

This policy has cross cutting themes which complement Corporate Objectives for:- 

 Environment & Transport  
 Confident Communities  
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Val Lloyd AM 
Chair of Petitions Committee 
National Assembly for Wales 
 
24 February 2009 
 
Dear Val 
 
Thank you for you letter of 20 January which detailed how the Petitions Committee 
hoped to contribute to the proposals for a joint project which was being considered by 
the Assembly Commission and the Welsh Assembly Government. 
 
A project with the working title “Medal Cymru” was in the early stage of consideration.  
The basis of this proposal was an award to honour one individual per year to 
recognise exceptional service for someone who has brought credit to Wales.  
Although the Assembly Commission was aware that officials were developing ideas, 
it had not seen or considered any worked up proposals.  At its meeting on 2 
February, the Assembly Commission decided not to introduce such an award at this 
time. 
 
I am aware that the Petition that you are have been considering relates to the 
broader issue of an honours system for Wales and calls on the National Assembly for 
Wales to introduce a Welsh honours system and having instituted such a system to 
honour the writer, Jan Morris.  The Commission’s decision has no bearing on 
consideration by the Petitions Committee of such an honours system and I note that 
your on-line discussion forum to gather views about this petition has now gone live.  
The Assembly Commission would be interested to see the outcome from that 
exercise in due course. 
 
Yours Sincerely 

Y Gwir Anrh yr Arglwydd Elis-Thomas AC, Llywydd 
The Rt Hon the Lord Elis-Thomas AM, Presiding Officer 
 

Y Gwir Anrh yr Arglwydd Elis-Thomas AC, 
Llywydd 

The Rt Hon the Lord Elis-Thomas AM, 
Presiding Officer 

 


















